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COMMUNICATING IMPORTANCE 
OF THE WHEAT INDUSTRY TO 

N.D.
$3.56 billion annual 
economic impact

$1.35 billion direct
2.21 billion  secondary

Each acre generates 
$393 in total economic 
activity plus $13.88 in 
tax revenue annually
20% of all farm/ranch 
marketings

Source: NDSU 2004



N.D. WHEAT PRODUCTION 
GROSS RETURNS



OPENING OVERSEAS MARKETS
2005 Trade Teams & Short Courses

Japan
MAFF (USW)
Tomen (self-sponsored)
Nisshin (self-sponsored)
Mitsubishi (self-
sponsored)
Fuji Flour Mills (self-
sponsored)

Taiwan (USW/self)
China (USW)
SE Asian Technical Team

Thailand
Malaysia
Indonesia

Southern Africa (USW)
Altex (Kansas)

Northern Crops 
Institute

Grain Procurement 
for Importers
Advanced Grain 
Procurement



MARKET DEVELOPMENT
Case studies in long-term effectiveness

Hard red spring wheat exports (million bushels)

Source: USDA Grain and Feed Market News



RESPONSE TO 2005 SCAB PROBLEM
Alleviating producer & customer panic

Reassuring 
customers

Composite samples 
from N.D. ranged 
from 0.10 ppm in SW 
to 2.9 ppm in SE

Partnered with NDSU 
Extension Service to 
provide updated info 
to growers to 
minimize losses this 
year & prevent
problem next year



NEW WHEAT VARIETIES

Alsen leading HRS variety in ND (29%)
Glenn released in 2005

Quality, scab resistance, yield
–1.2 bu/a more than Alsen in statewide trials
–4.6 bu/a more in eastern N.D. (2002-04) & 6.9 bu/a 
more in 2005 according to initial trial results

3 new durum varieties: Alkabo, Grenora & Divide
–stronger gluten properties

Supporting hard white spring wheat development
to meet domestic demand for whole grain 
products and Asian noodle demand



REINFORCING CONSUMPTION 
OF GRAIN FOODS

Wheat Foods Council input to 
Dietary Guidelines Advisory 
Committee
Gained emphasis on grains in 
2005 Dietary Guidelines
Demonstrated nutritional 
contribution of white flour 
products to American health

Otherwise guidelines might 
have said "Eat only whole 
grains."



INFLUENCING THE 
INFLUENCERS

Digital media 
kit sent to 
media and 
health 
professionals



TRADE CASE HELD IMPORTS
OF CANADIAN HRS WHEAT

TO LOW LEVELS

Source:  U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau
*05 includes months of June-Oct only

Section 22

Section 22

AD/CVD



ESTIMATED ANNUAL BENEFIT
$0.15 per bushel mean price increase
$102 million mean income increase

X nearly 3 years

*90% confidence level
Source: Effects of Duties on Canadian Hard Red Spring Wheat (Mattson, Koo, Back), 
NDSU Department of Agribusiness and Applied Economics, February 2005

90% upper limit
*mean
90% lower limit

$74

$22 $27
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RAIL ISSUE ADVOCACY
Freight costs cut into producer's 
bottom line
Wheat rates disadvantage wheat 
competitively

In the market and with alternate crop
Disruptions and lack of service also 
impact market opportunities
$50,000 commitment to Public 
Service Commission's rail rate case 
initiative



DOMESTIC POLICY
2005 Legislature passed 
legislation directing a 
portion of checkoff to 
address domestic farm 
policy such as

2007 Federal Farm Bill 
Crop insurance
Environmental 
regulations
Disaster aid



THANK YOU

Thank you for the opportunity to serve 
North Dakota's great wheat industry.


